THE ART OF PRESSED FLOWERS

Irene Adgie Holder of Gold Award Pressed Flower Guild 
I had been experimenting with pressed flower work for some years, mainly making cards, bookmarks and calendars with no formal training and a great deal of uncertainty as to such things as sealing the flowers on the cards, the best materials to press, and other knowledge not to be gained from books.

In the mid 1980’s I was attending a course in another subject at a residential adult education college and saw, on display some superb pressed flower work.  I decided I had to know more and so enrolled for a ten day course in the subject, the tutor being Joyce Fenton, Founder of the Pressed Flower Craft Guild (sadly she died a few years later).

This course opened up a totally new concept of the art, I learned not only the correct ways of working, had all my queries answered, but also that there was much more to it than cards, etc.  I learned to mount flowers on silk and use the designs in lids of ceramic boxes, pill boxes, pictures and jewellery.
I was introduced to the Pressed Flower Craft Guild (now the Pressed Flower Guild as it is considered to be an art form rather than a craft), attended conferences and joined a small group meeting 3 or 4 times a year in Farnham, Surrey, to exchange experiences and experiment with new ideas.  

Gradually I worked my way up through the Bronze, Silver and Gold Awards of the Guild, the latter qualifying me to teach and hold seminars.

The art of Pressed Flowers is now practised world wide, and there is an International Guild to which I belong.
During the years I have had stalls at various functions locally and all profits are given to charity.  I have also been asked to speak and demonstrate and am always happy to do this, as I share Joyce Fenton’s views that so much of the pressed flower work one does see is lacking in good design and often poor pressing skills, and that people are only too eager to learn the correct methods of working.

I have also printed a small booklet “PRESSED FLOWER CRAFT – First Steps” price a modest £2. 
For anybody interested and keen to learn I am happy to hold classes, individual or group (maximum number 6), to give talks and/or demonstrations,   have stalls at local events but not outdoors as hot sun can cause fading and damp or unsettled weather conditions would be detrimental to stock. I also sell items privately.  Special commissions can be undertaken, but not wedding bouquets.

CONTACT ME ON 01722 710569
